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Getting in step: The Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater’s junior troupe entertains Grand Rapids Public
School students at a dress rehearsal Saturday.

GOTTA DANCE

GR students enthralled by Aloin Ailey dancers

By Melissa Kruse
The Grand Rapids Press

Despite their post-Halloween
sugar boost, about 800 Grand
Rapids Public Schools students
spent part of their Saturday after-
noon sitting quietly at a modern
dance performance.

The Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theater’s junior troupe,
“Ailey I1,” allowed the students to
sit in on their dress rehearsal for
Saturday night’s performance at
the DeVos Center for Arts and
Worship at Grand Rapids ‘Chris-
tian High.

The students were mesmerized
by the professional New York
dancers’ performances, which
combine classic ballet with con-
temporary overtones. The troupe,
composed of racially diverse
dancers, explained to the students
a little about each dance.

The Multiracial Association of
Professionals brought Ailey II to
Grand Rapids as part of a fund-
raiser. The group strives to create
educational and social opportuni-
ties for West Michigan’s racially
diverse population.

Sixth-grader Andrea
Nightingale-Wolbrink, a home-
schooler who joined the Grand
Rapids students in the audience,
enjoyed “Revelations,” a three-act
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piece to spiritual music.

“They seem to really know
what they’re doing,” said Andrea,
who is a dancer. “They really ex-
press themselves well through
dance. I'd love to see it in cos-
tume.”

“Intimate Voices” was a slightly
more classical dance in nine sets.

“It was nice,” said Parris Mont-
gomery, a first-grader at Sher-
wood Elementary. “The dancing
and acting went well with the mu-
sic.”

Parris, who is also a dancer,
said there wasn’t anything about
Ailey 1I she didn’t like, but tap
dancing is more her thing.

Patrick Johnson, a teacher a
Dickinson Elementary and a
dance instructor at Grand Rapids
Community College, helped orga-
nize the student visit. He faced
the challenge of getting all the
kids to the performance on a Sat-
urday. Ada-based Alticor helped
by paying for 13 buses to trans-
port the students.

“I didn’t want them to have any
excuse not to come,” Johnsor
said. “A lot of these kids don’{
have opportunities to experience
art.”

“It's important that they see
how differences can come to:
gether to produce something
beautiful,” added Linda McCarter.
MAP chairwoman.

A few students from Muskegor
also watched the 90-minute re:
hearsal. Ryan Moffett, a sixth
grader at Roosevelt Elementary ir
Muskegon Heights, said he likec
the part in “Revelations” when the
women dancers waved fans — ¢
piece that scored big points witt
most of the kids.

“It was cool,” he said.

Lisa Metcalf, a parent from
Muskegon, was grateful for the
opportunity it provided students
“We brought them here so they
could see there’s more to dancing
than just dancing — there’s an ar
tistic element to it,” she said.



